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REPORT O ESTABLISHMENT OF
CEUTRE FOR PHYSICALLY HAMDICAPFED
CHILDREN II LEBANON, VISITED
FRCM 2/, AUGUST TO 4 SEPTEMBER 1952

le  Prolipinary Discussions
Calle were madc wion, and the nroposal was discussed with the followings

. v. - !‘ :
g. Moprds g World ficolth Ormenization

Director-General, Ministry of Health (Dr. Fuad Abou Zahrg
Direcctor-General, Ministry of Eduveation (Dr. Abou~Jawdeh
Director=Genoral, iiuistry of Social Security {(ir. Madin Harfouche)
Mre Ehrenstrale (Representative UNICEF)

Mre Schuller (Reprosentative Technical Assistance Bosgrd)

Mra Grigr (Represontotive Ui Social Affairs)

e qmanger g Ropresentatives UHESCO

Dr. Welson - Deon, Medical School, American Univorsity

Drs M. Ghontus =~ Vice Dean,-licdical School AUB. . .

Dra Hons Zellwegor - Choirnon, Pocdistric Dopbe., Ancrican University

Hogpital

Dre Jaricl Harfouchc « Prosident, Lebencsc Cormitteo, Imternational
Associstion of Child Welfore

Dre Shahla =~ Prof. of Education, AUR

A

The proposal is teo esteblish i

(a) A spocial school for physically defootive children who need after—carc
and special oducation facilitics rLtor troatient in hospitol.

(b) A physiothorapy centre where aftorecarc treatioent can be carried ocuts
(c) Braccs and surgical cquipnent workshop.

The noving force behind this proposal ig the Lebanesc Cormittoc of the
Intornntionzl Asscclation of Child Welfarc, which has obtained the goneral
crproval and sponsorship of the Ministry of Heoalth to the schenes The Mindstry
of Hoalth have indeed dolopated the running of this school ond centre te the
Association. -

It is sugpested that pronises for the above should be nrovided ot the
Cité des Apprentis Iibonalg, on orphanage established by 12Abbd Cortbawi,

o Moronite, Fathor Cortbowi has ogreed to build suitable accormodation, and
provide for the general naintenance and boarding of the pupils out of the fuads
of institution. The stoff of the Aneriean University Hespitel hove undertalon
to provide the nedical aftcr-carce of tho pupils.

This ig situated 5-6 kilonctres fronm the eity on zn clovated and beoutiful
gito ovorlooking Beirut. It is an orphonage toking honelcss childron,
foundlings, aond children whe for soue rocson or  other nocod to be renoved
fron thelr hoinces There nre 260 pupils of an nge range frou 4=17, but a
kindorgeoren depnrtient toking childron betwoen 2 gnd 4 years of age is to be
opened shortlye The children arc housed ot present in threc nain blocks,
containing living roons, classroons and dormitoricse.
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Accommodation for vocational training is found in threc large separatc
buildings and provision is nade for. training in wood work, nctalwor): and printing
These workshops, particularly that of printing, are extroncly well-cquippeda
fether Cortbawi intends to establish hortly a deportnent for tr11q1ng in light
cloctrical work, such as wircless rcpairs otc. :

There are as yet no vocationzl training shops for gzirls, since these have
beun adnitted only during the post year, and ot presont number 65. They arc
tought enbroidery, scwing, cooking and genoral housewiferye. .

The staff consists of 26 teachers of whou eipght are for prinery school
subjects.

I was favourably inpressced with the general atnospherce of this placc,
Although there werc not mony childron present at the tine of my visit, aone
having pone hone for the holidays, ond nany having gone to o holiday canp, thosc
that I saw appeared healthy, well=nourished and full of life and spirits. Anple
arrengenionts appear to be nnde for their recreation.

4o Location of Centre of Fhysically Dofcclive Children

At this stage we must balance the advantoges ageinst tho disadvantages of
catablishing this contre for .hy31cally defective children at the Cité des
Apprentic .

Advantages arcs

(a) That thc cost of buildings, board and maintenapcc of the pupils will
be borne by Fathor Cortbawl’s organization.

(b) That udOQUTtC voeational training £ CllﬁtleS are available.

(¢) Thot the existing workshons will be oblc to supply much of the
furniture for the special schocl, sone of theeguipnent of the
. physiothcrapy centre and, under oxpert dircction, rmech of the surgical
cquipnent, eplints, braces cte.

(d) That fron thc point of viow of heclth and genaral onviromnent the
Cité would be a very.sultcble location for o siceial centre for
physically defective childrone

() That tha Cité is under the gencral direction of o very able and broad-
ninded nan whosc vocation in 1life is to ecarc for the needy anc
handicapped and who sconed exeeptionally co-operative, and appeared
willing to accept any conditicrs with regard to the rumning of the
special contro which worc suggosteC.

.Disecdvontages aret

(2) That this centrc, which rust be 2 national onc, would be closcly
tied to o donominaticnal institution.

(b) That it is sone 5 o 6 Kilonotros fron Boirub and $heroforc transport

Tor vigiting staff ce7e ncdlcbl staff frov ths Anericon Hosn 1LL1
will have to Lo ‘rDVldOdn '
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There appoars no possibility of locating this contre anywhore clsc.

There 15 no spucc available ot the fncricon University ond even if

there werc, to usc it would he open to the gsanc objection of tying

a notioncl institution closcly to a non-naticncl once Ib appeors

therefore that cither the centro must be loeated ot the Citéy or

immediato plons for ite eesteblishnent muet be abandoned altogetheors

In ny viow the advantages groatly outwoigh the disadvantages, and the rost

of this rcport iz writion on the asswwption that this centre is to bhe wvstalblished
ot the Cité des Approntis. '

To ensure ag far as nossible that this controe sheuld be a naticnal one
I sugzested to Dre Jonel Harfouche and Dre Hans Zollwepor that ite control
should be vestod in a lanagencnt Cormiittec which would be a subecormittec of tho
Lebanese Branch of the Internetlonzl Associntion of Child Woelforc, o fully
roprogsontative non-sectarian and non-political bodye The Managonent Cormitioc
should have ropreosentatives of difforent crecds, Christiaon and Moslen, .

and of both the Anerican and Fronch Universiticse Thero should

be no difficulty in forning such a comitiec beecausce all thesc intorcsts are
roprosented on the Association.

This proposal was diccussed fully with Father Cortbawi who accopbed it
readily on the conditions, which are rcasonable, that he renains in f
adndnistrative contrel Bg the whole Cité and in disciplinary control of the
staffs He cgreed thot/Would toke no disciplinary action against the staff of the
specicl contre without consultation with tho Committec.

Ty

5

The typos of cases 4o be adnitbed was discussed with Dre Zellweger,
Dircctor of Paediatric Dept. fnerican University Hospitale In order of priority
thoy will bes

() Coses of residual paralysis after polictyelitis. This discase scens
te be on the increcasc, though there arc no statistics or systen: of
notification to prove this. Same 35=50 cusces, nony of whon roguire
Shysiothercpy after~carc hove boon through the hands of thoe puediatric
departrient thig rears

(v} Cases of cercbral ralsy.  Only thosec thot nye not soverely paralysed,
and who can benefit by physio-therapy, cducation and training
would be adnitted. '

(c) Posteaccident cascs who need surgical apparatus, artifical linbs cte.

(d} Micccllancous cases ¢ege posteoporative orthopacdic cascs and
rhctrintoid arthritis, congenital defocts including cleft pnlatces

The above deseribes tho types of cases that will be adinitted froi the
Ancerican Hospitels It is hopcd thot other hospitals, the French and the
Govornnont Hospitals will rofer suitable cazes for adnission to the centro, Tt
will thercfore be neccsaory to hove sone nnchinary for sclectiones I omphasisod
that sclection mmst be nade on a oedical~cfucational bosis, 1ece the child mst
b likely to bencfit fror-treatmont and from the cducation given,at the centre,
ond that of course it nust be irrespective of creid of the aiplicant, a
condition accepbed hy Father Cortbawli. How this selceticn is to be nade on o
falr and acceptable basis for all the intorests concernod must be workod ouh by
the Managenent -Commdtlee, but I sugpested that the ldber night delegatc this
tos poodistrician and a surgeon, one from the Arwerican, ond the cther fron tho
Fronch hospital.
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In o discussion w1tb tho Dea any Dr. Helson, and Vice=Doany Dre Ghontus of
the Arcrican Medical School I had the assurance thaet the nedical core and super-
vision of tho children ot the contre would bo undericken by tho,steff of the
Irerican hoapltal. o

ba Agcoggoggtionffof.thc Centro

In ;lanning'thc'accommodatlon, which was donc in consultation with
Or. Harfouche, Dre Zellwoger and Fother Cortbawi, we kept in vicw that this
centre should not only provide for tho trectnent and education of phys ically
defective chlldren, but also that it should sorve as a nodel for othor countrics
as well e 2 training ground for persomnel working in simdlar wiits. Tho
acvouzodation sot. out boelow may scen: rather lavish, but if we keop theso wider
icgues in mind, it is not extravagant. Tho sanc considerations .apply te the
rrovision of cquipnent and thc ﬂpJOlntncnt of gcrsonnel whlch is, dealt with in
the following scctions.

I advisocd that initizlly wo should plen for o residential unit of aboub
thirty children of hoth scxes, but that tho architectural plan shedd be such
that cxtensions con be nade in the futures It ds possible that in zddition
to the rcsidentinl  therc nay be o few doy pupils. It should be roallscd that
the question Of'adapting‘existinf hUllulan docs not orisce.

() Childron?s Ac00110<ut¢on.
(1) Dormitoriuss

4 W.Lth 6 hl_,(u:
4 with 2 Dbods

Those should he of gufficient size to pbrmlt of about 1 notre botwoen
adjacont edges of beds.

(i) Sanitary anncx £o dorn¢torlo equiyped with 2 showor bhaths,
o and 4 long baths and necessary sanitary convenicneos.

(iii) Classrooms, living rooms and dining rooms.
Five roons of approxinately 6 x 5 nectres. Coubined use of sone
of these roons cege for toaching and for rocreation, could be
nedo .

(v). Physiotherepy Treatnent Rooms

.Onc roon of opproxe. 12 x 10 motros with an annex in which troatuent
by bhaths (scc scetion on cguipment) can bo earried oute

{e) Staff Accormodations
(1) Medical examination room with annex where ninor treatnent can
' be carried out and plosters applieds A walting room for parcnts
would he of advantago. e ‘
(ii) tersce quortcrss

‘This should-bc_planned‘fbr”%hrpo nursce and should include
single bed rooms, bath and toilet room, and sitting room.
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(1ii) Roesidential accomiodntion must be provided for vhysiotherapists,
end for o technicion in chorge of the broces and surglcal
vqulpncnt workshop.

(iv)} Workshop for techniciang

It is pogeible thot accormedation for the technicknin surgienl
ocquipnont, broces cte. could boe found in one of the existing
workshops, or that ~n annex to ono of the workshops could Lo
huilt.

411 the accomodotion uged by children should be on ground flcoor lovol,
Hursos guarters cnd residenticl accommodotion for physiotherapiste could, if
nceessary, be providad on the firat floor.

Te ﬁurnlturg srd Toui-ent

- School 11v1pt roons, reoidential guarterse.
> ) q

I will not attoryt to sive o detailed list of what furniture will b
noaded for 11v11f qhﬂrturs. In the c¢lassroons ths oin should bo tﬁ
give individunl tehles and chedrs, sonc of the latter neoding siecinl

adjustnents to cnable chllwrcn to agswie o soenie~rccuribent pogition.
The design off siecial chairs or couches et Lo worked out for
inividual cooes and in this the help of the technician of the
surgical equipnient shep should prove valuable. Clessroon furniturc
c'hould sc far ap possible bo lisht, collapsiblc and cosily storcd.

Muck of thie furniturc could bo nadc in the WJTkahOpS of tho Cite,
providing the row noterials cculd be supplicdy

() Physiothernpy roon.
This, of coursc, neods spoeinlized cqguipnent, though ogain much

ngo
of this coul? be nede in the werkshops under the direction of the
tochniciane Such iteons ares

(i) Rib-stalls
(41) Parallcl bars for walking oxeorciscs
(iii) Couch
(iv) Massarc toble
(v} Wheel chairs. (The use of thesc would of course no® be

~confined to the physiotherapy rocm).

In addition to the above sons srpnratus such as stationnry bicycles for iog
oz creises, which could net Lo mnde in the workshops, would have to be jrovide.l.

The question of sroviding cxoreiscs ond uossage under water, o forn of
troatucnt vhich is usuful for residucl poralysis in polio cascs, and in cascs
of cerebral palsy was discussed with Or. Zellwegere. He rogarde it escenticl that
facilitics for such treatnont -should be nade availoble, though ite provision
would bDe an exsengive itoii. '

firet an? forcomost I would put o swimming pool, neasuring approximately
5 x 1.1/2 netres, with thernostatic comtrol of water tenperntures This is
ru.::‘bJ.«::"..1.1:3.:1:'131' uscful in the treationt of cercbral palsy (spastic type)e I con
give no estinate of the cost of this.
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For casos of resicdual Laralysis aftor poliomyclitis Dr. Zollwéger
advocates under wator pressurc nasgsage. I have had not exporienco of this,
but I understand thet the apparatus consists. of a bath, rather larger thon the
ordinary sizey, with o Jump which siroys weter at o high pressure on the
afflictod limb while the ;eotient is iimworsed. The ajporstus is nanufnctured
by o Zurich firn, Benz, and the cost is ajproxinatcly 2000 Swiss Francs.

¥ such facilitics arc to be provided, end in oy viow o swimning pool at
loast 1s neccssary, thoy will have to bo placed in an.ammox $o tho physiotherapy
I‘OCD-. . ' .

{c) Braces ond Surgical Tquipront Shope

I an unable to advise on the necessary apparatus on? equipnent for
thise. Iuch of the actunl congtruction of apparatue could be done in
the workshops of the Cité undor the supcrvisicn of the technician, .
and only he, after sceing what is aveilelle could advise on what
oxtre piccos of apparatus would be necesenry for his own use.

Ge  Btaff

We must consider this from the point of view of iimodiate necdsy iece
the gtaff which must be (rovided before the centrc con ojoratse, and of long
tornn neods, i.ce after thoe centre has been opercting for a yoar or twe whon onc
o

would know more. accurately the tyvee of cases it will deal with, and when problons
of training and onployment of physically defective pupils will arisc.

(a) Irediate nocds.

(i) Fhysiothcrapists.

There arc no “hyesiotherapists at cither the inmerican or French
Hoapitals and so far as con bo as rtulnc .y in Labonon.

In discuesion on the goncral quodbicn cof hysiothor Py with
ropresentatives of the Merdeon Heogitol I suggosted that 1t would
be desirable to lirnk up whatever work is done at tho Centre
with sindlar work ot the hespitals and that the sanme staff sheuld
gsorve Dhothe This would sive increased scope o work which is
particulerly dnportant froo the point of view of training loenl
peowlc. Thoy fully ogreod with my view bubt raised the practical
difficulty that there is no available accormodation at the
fAnericen Hogpital at ony roie, for physio-therapys So far os I
could ascertain the sane holds true of the French Hospital. The
Amcrican Hogpltal is contorplating extensions to thoir out=poticnt
departrent and it nny bo possible to cstaoblish a physio-theropy
departiient there in the futurc. For the Jroscnt therefore wo
nust confine cur attention te the neuds of the centre wvhen
sstablishod at the Cité.

Tt is cetdiuy ncd that onc physio~therapist can decl with.
arproxinately & cnses o day. This would nean that for a unit of
thlrtj odd children, sonc of whon it ig truc would not need daily
treationt, would nocd tho scrvices of two physio~therapists. In
assessing the regquircments one muet toke into account tho ipmportant
dutices of the physio-therapists in conncction with troining local
pooples Dr. Zellweger with whon this metter was discussed was in
goneral agrocnient, theugh he stated fronm the point of view of
training he would prefor to have onc rhysio-therapist for four
yoears, than twe for two. To zrovide specinlist staff for such

a long period nay not however conforn with the genoral policy of
the World Hualth Orgonizaticne. (Dre Zellweger inforned ne that
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he knew of o physio-therapist, trained in Germony and who has
had come experience in DUnglaond - o Frouledn Hilda Schlippe -
who would be willing to consider o temporary post in Beirut).

Teachors .

For o unit of this size two primary school teachers would be
needed, one of vwhom should have some iraining in the
organization of o tocching method in schools for physically
defsctive childrcns It scoms to mp Ampdssible to obtain the
servicos of o teacher from abroad with the requisito expericnco,
and with the neccssary knowledge of languages ~ Englich, French
and Arcbhic - to assume choarge of thiz school for o limited
period. Thorcfore the only practicable way of meeting this
requirenent would be to send a selocted Lobanese tescher to
study the educational problems in schools both doy and regidentind,
for physically defective children in-Furaps or dmnerico for o
period of 6 months to o ycars .Dr. Shahla, Prof. of Educntion
of the A,U.Be with whom I discusscd this problen would be

-willing to help in the scloction of a sulitoblc candidate.

(If it werc decidod to send o tencher to Greet Britain, I should
bc glad to do what I can in suggesting suitable schocls and
moking the neccacary contacts) .

Nurscs.

The centre chould ga ¢ o senior mursc, who should be fully
troined, ond havo/g%gé exporicnce in thc speeinl probloms
ariging with physically defoctive children, It ie dozirable
thercfore thot o trained nurze should be sent abroad for o
period soy for six monthe to o year bo gain cxpoericnce in
resideontinl schoole. Fathor Corthawi has on His staff a sistor
vho i » fully trained nmurse, and whom bhe would rocomnond os
suitelbile Tor the nost of Senior Nurse. She 1s French speaking

cand it would scem thorcfore that, if she is sont abroad, it

should be to France or Switzorlond, -

Technician for surpical appliancus, braces, artificiasl linbs etc.

So M7 5¢ d5)mown there is no technician in Lebanon. Sincs thero
are.sevorol craftsteon, who hove beon troined in the workshops
of the Cité, and who would be capable of doing this special

~work after svitable tuition, it would scem thet the bost coursc

wonld bo to provide the services of a techniclan fron cbroad
for a poriod of 16 nonthe t¢ two yearse. The training of
craitsmzn would Lo an importent part of his duticse In meking
this recoimendotion I ronlize that the work for a unilt of souc
30 childron would not kecp o technieian fully employed. This
was discussed with represcntatives of tho American Hospiteol,
and it was agreod thet hospital coges inecluding adults should
be rcforrod to the tochnieian for any appliancesy artificial
limbs ctee. which nay be necdeds The shop wouldy, it is hoped,
beeonc in time thoe centre for the supply of surgieal and
orthopaedic apparatus for the whole country.
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(v) Sdci&\'Woﬁkor.

The services of a social worker for the purposc of naintaining
liaison botween home and pupils, deternining tho suitability of
the home to rceeive pupils after discharge from the centre,
afterecarc work, and following up thosc who have been placed

in emploment gcons very desirable and Mre Grigg, Reproscntative

(v) Leng

of UN Scciel Affairs, with whon I discussed the nattor gavo o
to undorstand that his departnent would be proparod to consider
an applisation for such an appolntilont.

Torn Nc_e(fﬁ .

(1)

Orthopacdic Surgeons.

Although it i of great importenrce for the coun{ry as a whole tc
have the scrvices of surgeons who have had some special training
in orthopacdic work, the establishunent of a2 centrs for physically

- defective childron nced not be doloyed because of the lack of
 apecialized arthopacdic surgeoonzs The problens of such childron

erc nore paediatric than surgicals That is why I place the
training of orthopaedic surgcon among the long tern rather than
the short time noodes

[

At the Aocrican Hospital orthopacdic work is carriod out by a

general surgeon and, I was givon to understand, very coupotently.
At the scie tine it would scen desiroble that at cone futuro

datc he and others who havo similar intercst should be given the
opportunity of specialist study abroad.

Bpeoch Therapigﬁg.'

(ii‘)

In an earlier scction of this rcport I montioned the possibility
of postwoperative cagca of cleft palate being sont for o poriod
to this contres These and a congiderable proportion of

ecrebral palsy cases, anong whon specch defecte arc common,
would neod the serices 6f a fully trained speech therapist.

I camnot howover put such an appointiont anong the irmediate
nceds. If in coursc of time the maber of children with

gpoech defcets ronchesysey holf a dozeny, I would regord the
serviccs of o spcech therapist as cescntlial,

(11i) _Ogcupational Thoraniste

For young children, and in its initial etages this centre will
be nainly concerned with younz children, I do not regard the
gervieces of on occupntional therapist os cssentisle A well
trained toachor, with exporiecnce of work in speeial schools of
this character should be able to do 2ll that is nocessary for
young children providing ehc has nedical supervision and
guidanco,

For older children, ahd particularly for thosc that are entoring
on o coursc of vocational training, occupational therapy is of
velue, particularly in rolation to various technical skills
which a traincc may be called upon to exercises
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(iv) Voentionnl Guidance Expert

When the time comes for a physically defoctive pupil to onter
vocotionnl fTroining sone cxpert guidance taling into account
the physicol livdtations coused by his disability and the
local copportunitics for cnployumont in a skilled tredc, would
be very desirahlce This however is but o snall vovt, . -
affeceting veory fow individunls, of tho much widor problen of
voecitional guidance punerally, and at this stage I on unable
to mrke ony definite recomcndatione

9« Vocotional Troining, Placoicnt cond Enploynente

The question of provision of speeinl sccomodoticon for the training of
shysleally handicapped pupils docs not criec, as the axisting workshops for
-iebel work, wood work und printing, arc lorge and excoptilonally well squipped
and would bo quite suitabile for the purpose we have in nind. The staffing is

oh o rotic of cbout 2 instructors to 10-12 pupils.

The quality of the work turned oub, ez, furniturc and printing (in throc
longuages) is of high order and is of considerable commercial value to the
institutiona c ‘ :

The oducationnl progroume for immotes of the orphanage is full tine school
up to 1R=13, then port=tine school ond port-tine treining vy to about 16 ond
after this full tine troining until proficicont for cmployrents A ccriain
mmbey rceunin ot the insbtitution permmnently os worknone This tondoney to
rotain o nunber of cnployccs perinnently oust not be cllowed to obscurc tho
nodn purposce of troining physicclly defective pupils, which is to molie then

sclf’ surporting ~nd able to compote with normal persons in the outside world.

An extensicn in the syllebus of trodning oy be desirsble in the future.
<ht ¢ trical worlk, which would be very cuitoble for physien : ivo
Light clecetrical work, which would b ry cuiltoble for physically defoctives
hag 2lrecdy boen nentioneds Troining in othor occupstions such as fine art,

toxtile decipn, ond cleriecal work iudght bo kopt in nind.

There is ne officicl wv-chinery fur voeational guidonce ond placencnt
in cuploynent. Flocenont of forner pupils of the Cité is done by Father
Cortbawl, and he aesured us that thore was very little difficuliy in plocing
trained persons. With rogord to the placcuent of handicapped Derseng, ho
adrdtted thet ot firct thore will be prejudicc on the part of cnployers against
their omployment. To overcone this nust be cno of the objeets of the troining
contre. ”

As has boon nlrecdy stoted voeationsl zuidonce, plocenent ond enploynent
of hrndicepyad norsong is but o ennll pert of the whole problon of employucnt
in Lebononae The newly forned Uipistry of Sccicl Affairs hove had this problon
undor considerction nnd arc aboub to sbart a survey cn cnploynent in the country
as o wvholes Thoy hove drawn up o questiomnairo, which inguircs into besides
personal detnils, cducationel history, form of enploymont, wages otes and it is
hopod thet frow the roburns received, in most cascs frow the loeal nayor, sonc
iden of the wnployuent position mey be asscssed. '

The Ministry is nleo intorcited in the cduecution, treining ond cuploynont
of hondicapped persones cnd have formed a Comittee conslsting of represcntatives
of the Ministry of Hoolth, HMinistry of Education, UNO Social Affairs
(Mre Grigg) ond vorious voluntory bodics. This Comdttee is about to draw up
e quéstionnaire which is to be sent cut to nayors of towms and districis
requesting inforimtion about hendicapped persong in the cormmumity, including
ncture and extont of disability, cmployuent ctes The return will be mcde by
the Moyor and loeal doctor.
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In view of this intorest in the ficld of aiploynent by the Ministry of
Socinl Affairs I advised the Dircetor Genmeral to apply for help te the
Intornotional Lobour Office. The Dircctor-Genorel scid that when by means
of those survoys the extent and noture of tho problens werce cnviscged, his
Ministry will bo glad to avail itscll of oxpert advico.

10« Tronsport.

Tronsport »roblens noy arise with regard to the attendance of doy pupils,
and to the attendonce of hospitnl patients for artificiol limbs, surgical
instrunente etcs The Cité is near two nein roads, onc to Damascus, tho other
to Sidon. Glven the vehicles, theroforc, there would be no difficulty. The
hogpitals have probably got sufficicnt transport for the fow cascs which need
attond the surgical apuliances shope For pupils attending the school deily
no definite scheong of transport has becn worked out though it is possible thet
the Association of Child Welfarc and other voluntery bodics might helpe 4t this
stago It is not nccosgary to produce o Meul and dried" schonc,

1ll. Conclusiong.

The genceral attitude of the Lebenose Governmuent to the proposals outlined
above is one of encouragencnt vithout fineneial cormdtoent. The Mindstry of
Heolth hes delegated the cstablishnent and running of this centre to the
Lehonese Branch of the Intornational Asscclation of Child Wolfaro and this
i8sociction has in ite turn appealed for help from Father Cortbawi and the
Ancrican Hespitels Tholr appeal has been mest gonorously note I on confident
that thesc non=govormental porsong and bodios couldypiventhe good=wlll and
comoperation of the Governmiacnt Dejeriments involved establish o contre which
could bo o nodel for Enstern HMeditorranean countrics and o training ground
for personncl.

It should be statoed thot the csteblishnent of such o centre will touch
only the fringe of the wholo problen of erippling in Lobanon, the oxtent of
which is quitc unknown. Thorc cre no doubt, nony pcrsons in the towns ond
villoagos, who becouse of the shortage of troatnenv ond aftorecare focilitics
have reoched o state of chronic ond incurable cripplodon. And while begging
ig still « not unprofitablc oceupotion the incentive to sock troatnent, cven if
troctnent is likely to be offcetive, is locking.

This contro will start ot the right ond, noenely with young children who
from the point of view of inprovencnt in physical condition and cventunl
cdjustient to life arc the most promising. It should bocore thercfore on
fnportant cgoent in preventive nedicine.

Onc rmust lock to the futurc. If WHO support this jprojeet and help in
various woys in providing cquipnent and trained personnel, the centre can run
cfficiontly so long ng that support is given. Once it is witdrown the cests
which will be very heavy, will 211 nninly on voluntary bodies. At this stage
it is hopod that thoe Governncent Departnents will step in and finonce tho upkec)
of the institution ond the cducation and trairning of the pupils. This after 21l
ig o vory coimon scquonce of ovents in western countrices; institutions,
perticularly thosc for handicapped children, are storted. by voluntary bodies but
whon firnly cstablished as officicnt going concerns reecive considerablo help
fron governnent sources, at the same time rctaining o cortain amount of
indcpendonee o8 "voluntory" institutions.

This unit for about 30 childfcn nust be regarded only as the'first sta30 
of o larger schoue to decl with physicolly herndicapped childron in Lebonone
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4 cenbre morc than double this size would probably be necded if the problen is

to be tackled ot 21l comprchensively. In tho initial sioges however it would

be unwige to attempt to organisze o wnit larger thon the one proposéds The ain
should be to build up graduclly from the stort so that oventunlly there is produced
o contre which will not only sorve the ncods of Lebanon but will clso beeone o
medel for Eostorn Moditerrancen ecunirics ond o troining ground for personncl,

12. Suzmiary of Rocormondstions.

(n) That WHO should sup.ort thic proposal to cstablish o centra for
physically hondicapped children on the lines indicated in the body
of the reonorta

(i) Thot steps should be daken to secure thot the centre is o
nationnl one, non-scetorian, and reody te consider applications

for andndission of childron fron all sourcosS.

(11) That sccommedetion on the lincs indiestod in scction (6) bo
vrovidad by Father Corthawi.

(111) That the nodicel supervision and follow-up care of children at
the contre be provided by the Anerican Undversity Heospitnl.

If (a) is accopted then cortoin recomrendations concorning the ascistonce
given by WHC cnd gpecinlized agencics follow. Thosc orcs

(b} PFurniturc snd Bguipient

Thot furniture cn’ cguipnent be provided in accordonce with thot
dotoiled in scetion (7)e " Much of the furniturc and sone of the
cquimment eovld be nade in the workshops of the institution, though
raw taterisls would have to be suppliod by outeilde sourccs.
Specinlized couipnent for the physiothoropy room, and possibly for the
ceurgical equimmiont shen will hove to be obtoined fren nanufocturos.

It would scen that the provision of furniturce end cquipnent is a moetter
for consultotion botwoeon WHO ond UWICEF,

(¢} Staff

Spociclized stoff for the centre (sce scetion 8) nust be obtained
by tenporary ~ppointrments, of at loast two yeors duration , or by
sonding scloctold porgons chroad for troininge For the irmedinte
needg the following should be eppointod:

i} Two jhysictherapiste
i) One technicinn for broces, surgical cquipuont neking ote.
i) Onc social worker

(
(11
(ii

ond the following should bo gcnt for training to Eurcpe or Amcricod

(1) Onc teacher
(ii) Onc nurse

Futurc ag distinet froo fLimcdizte ncoeds includos

(i} Fellowship for ¢ surgeon to cncble hin to study modern
orthopacdic tochniquc.



The appointoent of a- speech therapist on a temporary basis.

The appointnent of an occupotional therapist on a temporary -
basias The provision of staff cppears to be primerily o -
natter for WHO, though it may not be within ite powers to
give o followship to a teochor. This scems to be a motter
for consultetion with UNICEF and poseibly UNESCO. The
provigsicn of o goeial worker appears to be a - nmatter FTeor

UN Social Affcoirs.
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