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I. INTRODUCTION

The following study for the establishmont of a National Park
Systom in Lecbgnon was mado as part of a UNDP/SF Project 78, Forosiry

Education, Training and Resocarch F.A.0.

Tith membors of the Groon Plan and FelsO., a2 good cross scction
of the country was covercd, at which time +thoe goncral recroation
situation and possibilities was cbssrved and dizcusscd. Comments and
suggestions rolative to observaticns made 2o included. As requesicd,
special attoention was given to the study of tho Beharre Cedars, and
to thoe Barouk Ceodars aroas.

Tho torm "National Park", as used in this study is defincd as
followst "in area of Public land that is managcd for use and posscs
spocial »ccroational valuos and intoroests, such as, outstanding sconic

attractions, historical, archceological and Lotanical arcas.

Tho objoctive of managomont of tho National Parks will bo
10 manage thom for rocreational uso in such a manner that tho basic
rosourccs and attractions will bo maintaincd and cnhanceds. Other
resourcos nay bo usod, if such uso does rot havc an advorso offcct

on the deminant recreational values.
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Lobanon has, for the past twenty yoars, takon an active
interest in tho promotion of tourism. A substantial appropration

has been available, and several rathor comprohensivo studios have

boen made, such as those made bys
WPECHINT ITALCONSULT® Oct 1963

This study makes, an anzlysis of Lobanon's coast and sugges-—
tions as to the number of tourism facilities that could be cons-
tructed, without damage to tho overall esthetic valucs of the shore

or to the essential social and ccononic neods of tho country.

NRANSPORT 4AND TOURISI TECANICIAKS!
NRECOMMEND RECRBATION PROGRAMM

Study to evaluato tho rceroation possibilitiocs of Lobanon
as en attraction for tourists, and a survey of oxisting tourist

accommodation and facilities sorving tho tourist industry. Together

with supporiing statistics.

“TRANSPORT LAND TOURISM T.iCHNICIANS™
WFUTURE TOURIST TRADS FOR T3 LITTORAL OF TH 3 L.IBANONY
AUZe Te 1965-

A study, tho objoctive of which, (quoting from the roport )
is as followst: "The object of this study is 1o make rocommendations
on tho programming of the tourism dovelopmont of Lobanon's littoral
for the periecd 1970 — T5, based on an enalysis of tho charactoristics
and travel trends of the main futurc potontial markots, and ostimates

of the volume of visitor traffic the littoral could expoct to attracti®

ee/3



WTRANSPORT 4ND TOURISH TECHNICIANS™
NRECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE DEVALOPHINT OF THE CEDARS REGICHS
AS A MAJOR TOURISM CENTER™ June 1964.

This is a 56 doublo paged repert with emphasis on tho
dovclopmont together with supporting statistios and information as
to tho oconomic and financial factors. Tho following recommondation
ies made with rospoct to WTho Cedars®™ "lo dovelop the arca as a National
Par and Historical monument with Toecroation — rest and leisure L

facilitics for visitors from abroad and for the residonts of Lebanon'.

The above reports covoT, in considcrable detail, trends in
roercation, travel points of origing length of stay, oxpenditures, Fec.
etc. Thoy also mako projoction of future noods and recommendations
for facilities neocded to accomodatc tho visitors - such as Tosort
centers, hotols and rostauranis. The type of information containod

in tho above studies is not ropoated in this roport.

The previous studies have placod major ecphasis on tho
dovcloprnont of rosort centors and itravel accommodations rather than

on thc dovelopmeont and protections of tho basic rocroation rosSources. r
sh—

Lebanon hes a nocd for a National Parks System and suitable

in
arcas arc at this time availabla.

Tho noxt step is tho ostablishmont of an action program for %
the protoction and management of tho rocrcational resourcc, This can
bo accomplishod by the ostablishmont of an outdoor rocreation dopart-

meont togother with the necessary authority and finances to act.
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(b)

Tho developing of sand beaches, accoss, and parking

areas should be considered as a part of any Hational Park

Program.

inothor factor that needs to be given attention to

insurc atirociive beaches is that of water quality.

Rivors
L AACLACE

Rivors, ospocially those that flow into the Mediterra-
nean have cut doop orgos that possoss outstending soenic values.
Soms streams have a total drop of 1 500 motors in 30 kilometers.
The source of wator is from snow fislds of tho highor glovations

and springs which produce clear, cold wat.r of & high quality.

Vory fow soctions of tho stroams romain freae-flowing
as the wators aro divorted into flumes for use of powor or

irrigation neoar thcir source.

Thore arc rcmaining a few short scctions of natural
stroams. At one placo, near the natural bridge in the Faraya
ares, tho irrigetion ditch has boon in placo for a great number
of years and the boiton appoarod to havo doveloped natural stream
bottom conditions. Pools resulting from socpago, loakage, and
springs also occur botwsen pick up points. It may be possible
to develop in somo of these arcvas & "put and tako™® fisheries
which could provido some supplementary incoms i¢ the owners and

devolop an additional rocroational attraction.

s/6

£ put and take fishings — fish raised in a hatchery to catchable
gize. Those arc planted in a controlled section of & stiroan
or pond. A chargo is mado by the oporator for fishing. Chargo
can bo by tho hour for fishing or by the woight of tho fisk
caughts.
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The possibility of deveoloping some soction of tho Barouk
scction of tho Awali Rivor is montioned by T.W. Sears and
A. Ghorayyob in thoir F.A.0. report "Watorshed Resources and
problems of the Awali SBaghbine Perimotors® 1964. Further inves—

tigation by a fisheries expert neods to be madc.

Sconic Roads and Roadsido Rest Areas

' Almcst overy section of road in Lebanon 1s scenic duo
to the long cocst line on tho Meditorrancan and its two mountain
ranzos. Therc aro, however, sovoral rcads which lead to point of
rocroational intorost or pass throush arcas offoring outstanding

seonic vistase. This type of road should be glven spocial omphasis.

In any survey of rocrzation attractions recrcation roads
should be classifiod as a M"Sconic highay™ or Yrocreation roadW,
thore should bo facilitios to accomodatsc tho recroation ncods
guch as roadsido rest stoPS,! parking at points of intorest or
at arcas offoring outstanding views. The rocroation plan couwld
tcn be incorporatod in the road construction or maintcnance plan,
and as the roads are improved or rcconsgstructed the necassary

rocreational improvements can bo mado.

For new rcads tho rocrogticn plan should be an integral
part of the road plan. Tho acquisition of land, and construction

can thon be done at much less costs

The numbor of arcas ncodod doponds on the volume and
typo of traffic. Usually on main roads, one area in cach 40 = 60

kilomotor section is dosirable.

/T

* ' Road side rost stops are arcas dovcloped along roads rocoiving
a high volume of traffic. They goncrally provide toilet faci-
litios. drinking water, parking, and an aroa in which tho
pooplo can walk. If thoy can bo locatcd at locations near points
of intorest this is good, but it is not always possiblo or
nocossarye.
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In this type of arca administration can bocomo &
problom, ospecially as truckers and othors wish to spond the
nizht in the arca. No ovor night camping should bo permiticde.
This problom on heavily uscd arcas night bo OVUTCOmO by having
attondanta, or by loasing tho concossion rights to an individual

in roturn for sdministrative sorvicos.

Camping

Putlic camp grounds, as sucl, aro not found in Lobanon.
A fow privatoly developed arcas arc located along tho ghoro
road. Thoso naving a good location arc doing a good businoss.
One visitod north of Bybles had, on tho dsy of our visit, about
thirty camping partics usinz the arcas. Tonts wore used by 90%
of the campers. The concoutration of throc trailor camping i
units st thim loosticn apperoantly is an oxception.
In 1100 =~ 1500 kilometor. of travcl in sll sections of tho
country in two months of livlag in Lobanon only ono othor like
unit was observed. Duc to the grado, width and alinecmont of

many of the roads tho use of trailors should not be encouraged.

Thero is an apparcnt neod for public camping facilities.
Many camping parties wore noted camping at unimproved aroas.
A% tho Cedars thero is much cvidonce of uncontrolled uso, some
of which, undoubtedly is doing damago to tho troes.

Camping, as an outdoor form of rocrcation, has nany
possibilitios and many peoplo aro intorested .. Tnis form of
roseostion. In Beirut, it was notod thet tho largost dopartmont
gtorc devotod a prominent location in the store to a camping
equipmont display. Also, somo of tho slores dealing with epcxits

ouipmont havo displays of camping cquipmont, tenis, etc.
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If attractive areas are provided they no doubt will recoive
uge which will show a yearly incroasc. This has boen the pattorn
in countries where facilities aro provided. In fact, in many

areas use has grown so rapidly that facilities are over crowded

and much of the attractivencss of the areas is buing lost.

Throughout the country thero aroe many arcas that
would lcnd thomselves to campground development. Although much
of the country is too steop for dovolopmont oxcopt for isolatoed

camping spots reached by walking trails.

Tho major factors aff.cting the dosireability of a

canpground arct

1. Topography

2. Soil

3+ Drainago

44 Coveor

S5« Wator

6s Accoss

Te Availability of powor

8+ Attractions and places of iuiu:iusy

«s/9
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(f)

Picnic or Day Use

Pionicing is a popular outdoor form of rocroeaticn.
Any areas developed noar population contors will rcceive much

UBCe

4 pienic arca for day uso has tho sam¢ genoral require-—
monts as arc nooded for a campground. Shade is of major impor—
tancc. If natural shade is not available it somctimdos can be

provided by structuros.

iroas should be locztud as noar to the people who use

them as possible.

While a watoer supply is desirable it is not a necessity
at smaller areas. Sanitation can be provided by pit or chemical
toilets. In areas built to accomodate over 200 pcople at onc

time water born sanitation systoms aro noocded.

Youth Camps

Soveral organizations have camping or outdoor programs.
These camps are on land rontoed or by arrangomont with the land
ownors. This is good for thoso organizations having the abili=;
to operato camp in this manncre Thore is a ncod for additional
camps to supply small agcncios and groups the’ cannot make

arrangomonts for satisfactory areoas.

The ideal situatién is for camps o vt located adjiacent
%0 Park of Forest lands. In any recreaticnal survoy of Lebanon
tho nocd for such areas should be considersd. Tho highest prior..®
should bo given to arcas within casy driving distance of popu~—
lation centers. Such arcas can also be usod by schools as

naturo study areas, or othor parts of tho schooi program.

es/10
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City and Villago Parks

Duc to the practice of almest overyone in the urban
contors living in apartments therc is an apparent need for
play ground, parks etc. Throughout thc citics. I understand

that the city of Beirut now has such a program under waye

Onc arca visited is located in & 50 yoar old pine
plantation cstablishod to stabilize blowing sand. i very
attractive park and playground is being developed. It is well

along to completion next spring.

Tho park will provide now rocrcational opportunitics
for many. In addition to this type of park therc is an urgent

nocd for the developmont of small neighbourhood play grounds.

A pilot study is also undorwvay at Hammanz for a
largo rocreation arca containing a stedium, zoo, picnic arcgs,
hotcl, reostaurant otc. Which is boing dosigned as a major

tourist attraction.

The smaller communities goncrally lack park and
playground arcas. arcas suitable for such use aro found in
many of the twons such as tho arca visitced in Aley. This is
a lovel lot having a magnificant viow of the valley and which,
if ovmod by the municipality with littlo work, would mako an
cxcellont park playground. iroas of this type arc generally
considored ¢ity or municipal responsibilities rathor than

a part of a national park program of oporation.

ee/11
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The Hational Park program might well havo provision for
planning assistanco. 4lso, some arrangement might be made for
grants or loansg for land acqguisition and construction, the ros-—
ponsibility for administration and maintenanco being left with

the municipalitios.

Winter Sports

Lobanon has scvoral wintor sports contors and is doing
much to promote skiing., The devolopments so far are all priva-
toly financed, and apparcntly are boing planncd by Buropean

ski—experts.

The role the Netional Parlkc System showld play in winter
sports is providing arcas noer to populaticn centers. These
should consist of hills Ffor boginnors lcarning to ski, areas

for sled and other types of sliding, and genoral snow playe

The use of snowmcbiles is becoming viry popular as a new
wintor sport in tho Unitcd States and Canada. However is stecp
country they can bo very dangorous. Thors arc some linited areas
in Lebanon whore they can be uscd and supply a good deal of

winter sport but thoy should not bo cncoura;cd for general usoe.

Mountain Tops

In any rocroaticn plan for Lobanon consideration should
bo given to tho designation of soctions of its mountain tops
to future rocroation usce. Thoy may thon be naintained in their
natural state for usc by thoso socking rost and solitude. Only
minimum facilities for back packing or pack animals should bo
provided. Some typo of shcelior may be desirablce at internals
as are trail marking and signs to availablo vater. This type of
recreation is of low priority at this time but it should bs in
tho plans so that it is possible o implement them as tho

opportunity permits.

os/12
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(i) wWildlife
The wildlife population of Lebanon is very low.

This is the result of heavy uncontrolled year round hunting

pressure.

Satisfactory cover ie also lacking on much of the
weultivaiod land due to heavy over grazing by sheep and

goatsa

Several bird migration routes cross Lebanon. Thesse
have an appoal a limited segment of the population. Howover
until such timo as hunting rezulations arc established it
ig rocommondod that no action bo taken o encourage birds

to linger in the azca.

Whon the Park Systom has beon ogiablished and the
problems of grazing and uncontrolled hunting have boen
solved the habitat will no doubt impwrove. Thon it will bo
possiblo to ro—ostablish the bird and small mammals that
woro once indigencous to tho arca. The rolative small size
of the National Parit areas make it questionable if the
popwlation of the larger spocies could be retained under

natural conditionss

ee/13
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TIT. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE DEVELOPHZNT OFs

Beharre Codars

Tho groves of codars cast of Bobarre known as "Tho
Codars" is the most important natural feature of Lebanon,
tho Lobanon cedar (codrus Libani) is found in limited siands
at sovoral locations. Howover the trecs at %The Cedars" is
the only concentration of the old largo trees, somo boing
an cstimatcd 4~6 thousand yoasrs of age. Thoso troos aro
Lobanon's National symbole. Thoir likoneoss appoars on tho
flag, coins, soal otc. Thoy arc part of Lobanon's horitago

and culturao.

As its national emblem thc trcos are too important
not to be given all possible proicotion, but in such a
nammer that the public will be able to view and walk among
thoma

It is not roascnable to lcave the job of proicction
and maintonance to tho community of the church. This im a
national rosponsibility. The community has done woll 1o
preservo this aroca. The people of Lobanon are indebted to

them for their forsight and efforts.

In any National Park Systom this area must recoive
first attention. Bach day's dolay rcsults in use that has

an injuriocus offect on the stand.

oo/ 14
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Not detracting from the carc that is now being givon

tho areca there are several additional mocasures that neod to ho

takon.

Recommendations for the managcment of Becharro Codars

aroz is aa follows:

Bstablich a National Park of approximatoly 200 hoctars

"Soo map attached™ the koy atiraction being "Tho codars®

The arca now dovoted to hotcl accomodations and tho

gki hill should not bo included, but loft for private dovclop-—

monte

The codar arca within tho stono wall should be main-
tained in a natural condition. 411 nan made improvomonts, with
tlic cxcoption of tho church and trails and simple benches should

be romoved, and tho area restored.

At some points 25 -~ 50 cme of soil and humus has
oroded. This is the rosult of human usc. 48 a result many of
tho troe roois aroc exposod. Thoro is ovidonco of many camp
fires, some bhaving beon built at tho baso of large treces.
Branchos have been broken for firowood. Numerous initials have
boon carved in the bark. 411l of thoso uncontrolled impacts of

human usoc hasten the detorioration of tho stand.

es/15
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Trails should bo constructed to direct and control use.
Their use¢ can bo cncouraged by signing and by natural moans
such as the planting of ground cover and native shrubs, placing

bonchos along the trials otc.

Camping, picnicing, buildinz fires, or tho disturbance

of any tree or part of any tree must 1o prohibited.

To insurc future genorations of theso troes ro-production

should bo oncourapcd by both natural and artificial means.

The objcctive of managoment of this small area should

be simplicity a place for moditation and tranquility.

Tho focal point of the arca uwould be a vigsitors centor
locatod at the north~western cornor of the tract near the proesont

stairway loading from the road to il trail.

Tho topography at this location makos it possiblo to
dosign a two story building. One floor could bo used as a res—
taurant and the othor floor would contain informational and
educational matcrial pertaining to the cedars and the general

consorvation programs.

Some sugcostions for the typo of exhibits that would

be appropriato aro:

1. Historical references to thc cedars, such as

roforonce mado in the Bidic and other early records.
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5, 4 sories of maps showing tho areas whore cedars

were onco found

3. Examples of uscs of codars - such ag caskets from
all Egyptian tombs. Sections of cedaer timbes from
oarly buildings, ships, etc., that may be available

4. Eistory of tho timber stand.

5. Drawings or models of methods uscd to get timber

from forest to soa.
6. Display itcms of Lobanon on which the symbol of the
codar is uscd - such as tho seal, coins, flag, money

(currency), tho order of the codar otc.

7. i cross soction of tho tree on whick important datos

aro shown.
8. xhibit of somc of the work of Bcharre guthor and
artist, Khalil Gebran end roeforonce +o0 tho museum

at Bcharro

9. 4 plaquo dodicatod to thosc who had the forsight to

savo tho stand of trees for futuro goncrations

10, 4 small theator, seating a dbus load of peoplo, in

which slides or moving pictures could be shown.

Tho abovo aro but a few possibilitics. Tho building should

also house toilet facilities, drirking wator, <tc.

Entrance to the arca should be at the building onlys

os/17
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To accommodate those who wish to spond a few days
camping a campground should be degigneod for a capacity of 200
family units plus 3 areas for groups of 10 - 30 people that may
wish to camp itogether. The dosign gshould be made in such a way
to build tho arca by stagos. That is as the first stage a unit
of 30 or 40 family units could be constructed complete with
wator and toilots. Thon as demand incroascs additional units could
bo build. This form of design will also facilitate administration.
During periods of little demand gsoctions of the area may 2o

closed, roducing the maintonance costs.

Somo planting bas beoon donc in the proposcd campground
arcaé Aftor tho ﬁon tho ground" dosism for tho aroca has boon
madc, planting should procced so as To insure futurc shado.

Fast growing species should be desiralblc with undor—-plantings

of tho morc desirable but slower growing speocios. Honey loocust
is now used but duo to tho many spinos which can be a safety
hazard for camp ground useos. Other specics, if availablo, should

be used.

i piecnic area could woll Lo constructed in the valley
down stroam from tho steps leading from the road to the oniranco
trail. (as shown on attached map)e Sonc shade is available at
this location, as is a2 viow of tho codnrs. During tho Bpring
run - off therc may be a heavy volumc of wator passing through
this valloy although thoro was littlc ovidence that this doosn

QCCUr .

Thoro is also locatod in this arca an old rescrvoir,
of an cstimatod 15 moters by 50 motcrs. This offors possibilitics
for tho construction of a refloction pool at littlo cost, and

which would add much to tho formality of tho aroa.

.s/18
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4n amphitheator should be constructi(. for uso by
the annual codars festival, which now has a ste o and an amphi-
thoatro in the timbored arca. Buch use placcs an unocessary
impact on tho area. If the ontrance road éﬁn be moved up tho
hill it may be possiblc to design an amphotheator on tho same
ares suggosted Tor picnic usce. If noty a sito a Joining theo
grove on the south west sidce should be considercd., If the land
montioned above cannot be acquired as an altormative the picnic
arca could be movod to a sultable tract east of tho cedars
grove. This location would bc much less dosirable and effectivo

as it would not bo as noar tc the coedars.

The ski areca duveliepment as woll as thc arcas now
occupicd by hotels has b.on omitted from the suzgostod boundary.
This should be & privatc cniorprisc. The restaurant ne-r the
codaras would nced to bc acquirod and removed as this area would
be tho logical ono to devclop for the visitor conter's parking
lot.

Barouk Cedars

Tho Barouk Codars consist of three groups of trees
known as the Arz 4in Zhalta, the arz ol Barouwk, and the irz of
Maassor ol Shouf. Thoe throc sroups have an ostimated total arca

of 216 hecctars of mixod codnr and cak stands.

Tho Barouk Codars aroa is near to the main population
conters and tho principlc mountain resort devolopments. The
restored Beit — Bl - Dine Palace is near by. Good improved roads
from two directions lead to the village of Barouk. The Green Plan
has constructed a high standard socondary road from Barouk
loading to the arcas. This road when complestoed will be a recrea-
tion in itself. An oxtensivo reforestation progsram has also bacn
improgress for a number of yoars which will also add to tho

rocroaticnal values.

0s/19
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Generally the trees arc of a much younger age class than
tho Beharre Cedars. However, in the Arz ol Maasser tract thore

arc found some trees that approach the sign and age of tho

Becharre trocs.

The topography of all three arcas is vory stoep. Vory
fow arocas can be found that will permit recrcational devolopmont.

Water is alzo scarce.

Sitcs suitable for limitod size rocrecational dovolopmonts
wors found on cach of the three aroas, Suggoestod use of thoso

arcas arc as followsi

Arz Lin Shalta aroa

4 tract of land that would bo suitablo for dovclopment
is locatod on the South Bast edgo of +the codar stand at tho hoad
of a small valloy. It is accossible by on unimproved road anpTro-—
ximately two thirds of a kilometer from tho forostry dopartment

roadie

A limitod supply of watcer is avoilableo. 4 concretc tenk
has boon built for stock wator. It is swpplicd by a small spring
which flows during tho spring of the yoar. To uso this sito 1t
would be noccssary to comstruct a largoer holding tank or roser—

voir large enough to hold a seasons supnly of wator.

République Libanaise
Bureau du Ministre d"Ctar pour ba Réforme Administrative
Centre des Projets et des Etudes sur le Secteur Public
(CPESP)
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to construct a camp that would accommodatc 100 campors, and the
necegsary overhead. This wbuld roequire 12 — 13 tont sites for
cemps, 8 - 10 gitos for overhoad, permancnl kitehons mess hall,
a hospital building and a work shop building. Three toilets and
baths for the campcrs and cne for the ovorhoad would be noeded.
Play arcas and parking space would need to be provided. These

should bo located down tho valley from tho present wator tank.

Arz el Baroui
The suzggested recreational arsa on the Arz ol Barouk

stand is located moar tho point whers the forest road enters the
tract from the north cast. This ares is lrrge enough to accommo-
dato 50 — 80 family units. Tho problom cif wator is tho major

onc at this location and noods to be rosolvod bofore further
detailod plans for tho dovolopmont arc mado. The official 1962
contour map indicatcs that thoro are goveral intormittant stroams
in tho vicinity. Somo of theso terminats in doprossions and tho
possibilitics exist that wolls may bo found or rosorvoirs might
bo congstructod to hold a season's supply. If water cannot be

located this arca should only be devoloped for day use.

If tho wator problem is rosolved this area offers
excollont opportunity for devolopmont. Tho camping sites should
be locatod in tho timbor. Swmall terraces will need to be cons-—
tructed to provide a 3 - 4 meicTr squaro lovel area for tentse.
Trails from the initial stage. Pit toilcts can be provided.

It is suggested that 20 - 24 family it sites be planned plus
2 or 3 parking spurs for camping vans and trailors. One group

camp should be provided which could acoommnodate groups of 10 - 20.
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The southern most area Lrz ol Maasser now heas a partly
dovolopod picnic arca which has appareontly beon uscd by the
local poople for a long timc. Tocrracos havo boon cogstructo&.

4 conerete table has beon built and a holding tank has beon
constructod to hold tho Flow of a small spring. This arca should

be rotainod for a day usc rccroation aroca.

The aroa will requiro carcful planning as thore is no
lovel land. Parking will be a problem, as will thoe dovelopment
of additional picnic sitos, all of which must bo torraccd. The
aroa can bo oxtendod into thc 4imbor stands by the construction

of trails tc¢ torraced picnic sitos.

Trails should alsc bc comstructed to points of interest
such as large trees and pointe offering good viows. The possibi-
1lity of the construction of a trail botween the wrz ol Maassor
and tho Arz ol Barocuk area should bo looked into. Such an im-
piovement would bo of interaest to both people usin tho picnic

arca and thosc of tho Barouk campground.

Sanitation facilitics should bo constructcd as soon

aa possiblo.
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(c) Other areas noted having recreational values further planning

and study needed.

1.

l1itani Resocrvoir

The Litani Reservoir, croated by the dem on the
Litani River, in tho south ccntral part of Lobanon, was
built chiefly for the production of power and for irriga-
tion wators. At full stagoe 859 mcters — the rescrvolr has
a surface arca of about 550 hectars. Normal draw down is
to 830 motors, which is reachcd during the average yoar Just

prior to thc fall rains.

it the prosent timo the area does not appoar to
bo recoiving tho amount of uso that would be cxpociud in
an arid rogion. This is duc porhaps to the fact that thero
has boon little improvement madc at tho site to onhance the
boauty or emcourage recreati-nal uso. The waters have bheen
stocked. We were informed that somm good catches of fish

wore boing made.

In a discussion with lr. Halawani, Diroctor of the

litani Offico he gavo us tho following informations

The power authority responsiblo for tho 2osorvoir
project recognized tho rocrcation potential of the project.
In 1964 thoy sont ono of thcir ongineers to tho Unitcd States,
and in co~oporation with thc Dopartmont of Interior, Fark
Service, a plan for the recrcational development of tho arca

was made. This plan was quite comprehensivo.

To dato, no part of tho plan has been implcmented,
as the Litani Office has no authority to undoertakc tho

recreoational dovelopmente.
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At the time the land was purchased for thoe roservoir
it was acquired to an elevation of 860 meters. This will
necessitate an acquisition prcgram bofore any dovelopment work

can be done.

It is rocommended tha+t tho Litani Plan bo rcviewed,
and provision made for the acquisition of land necocssary for

public devclopment in the following order.

Firsts areas needod for accoss boat ramps and

parking.

Secondt Areoas noodcd for picnic uso.

Third ¢ Lands neodod for camp grounds.

As uso increases with the corresponding demand, private
capital will bo attracted to thc area, and provide Tacilities

such as hotels, boat rentals and rostaurants.

2o Jabel Kanmouhs

The Jabel Kammouha arca in the northern part of Lebanon
appears to have outstanding qualifications for tho dovolopment
of a future park. It¥ : establishmoent will necessarily be delayed,
pending the solving ol some social problems and finding solu—

tions to the goat graziag and fuol wood cutting probloms.

Tho area is well woodod. Much of it is at tho upper
1imits of tree growth and tho troe forms characteristic of

elpine forests adds much to their scenic attractivenosse.
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Near thc southern end of tho suggostod aroa is found
an open levol area of an ostimated 150 =~ 200 hoctars. This area,
at an elovaticn of 1450 moters; has corrosponding tampoeraturos,
an apparent wator supply and land whose topography would lend

itgolf to a numbar of recroeation usos.

If tho water supply proves adequate aftsr further
invostigation this gfea could well provide spacc for a 50 ~ 250
or morce family units campground, a small day uso arca*¥or
thosoe not stopping ovor night. 4n oxtonsive resort dovelopment
could be built at tho southorn end of the open arca taking

advantage of the view to thc south cast and tho woodod valley

below.

There arc many opportunitics for tho devclopment of a
well roundod summcr recreation program. Thoro could be hiking
trails, playgrounds and fields for group sports. If water and
suitable grassecs arc available for the soil anc climate thore

is room for a gulf coursoc.

In planning, consideration also should be given to the

construction of a youth camp and educational conicr.

.25
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% Fanily unit = an aroa in a cappground designed for use of
& singlo family or 1-6 pooplo gonerally consists of a level
eroa for a tont, parking for car or trailor. Accoss to waior,
toilet and garbage containor.

g% Day use area — an area designed for picnicing, swimming

etc. But not over night use, generally provided with
parking, toilets, water, playground, change - house if
swimming is available.
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In order to lengthen the season of use of the requirce
invostment, the possibility of developing a winter sports aros
should be looked into. Suchk a program would be largely depcndod
on locating a suitable ski hill within a roasonable distancc.
Ski slopes for boginners and sliding hills could be dovelopoed
with little work.

Tho large open area could bo usod for snow mobiling on
a rontal basis, and trails could be laid out in the surrounding
wood arca to givo variety. Howover, usc should be limited to

desisnatod arcas only.

Leccess to the area will nceed improvement if a wintor

sports program is plannocd.

The propesod area is part of a large ares studicd by
Mr. J.J. Voltkamp and S. Salame (scc F,4.0. Report Forost Zconomic
Survey of perimeter I Kammouha/Nahr abou Moussa 1963 ). Also the
zoology of tho ares with pietures is douscribed by Mr. Degauncites

in ™2%ude De Reconnaissance Du Perimoiro Do Kammouhsa'.

The proposod rocroation arva is part of a largsr aroas
being consideored as a part of a National Forest Program. Tho
abovo rocommendation supploments the National Forest Proposal.
Tho devoting of part of the Forest to Roereational use should

be part of any woell planned forast progran.
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Jezzing

The suggestod area is located approximately 2&
kilometors west of Jezzino on the Saida Jezzinc road.
This area is &n oexcellent oxample of tho type of area that
meets the basic requiremonts for a high standard rocrea=
tional area. The cover is goed, with a high crown class,
providing shade and air movement. The soil appearcd to be
a sanly loan. The topography is good. It is not stcep on
the ridze top. This will pormit good planning and drying

out of thc arcas.

From a very proliminary survey it appoars that
thero is room for tho dovelonmont of a road sidc roest arca.
This could be largo oncugh i agcomodate five o ton

fanily groups.

It is slso bolicvod thaet a suitablo location is
available to plan and construct a 30-50 family uwnit camp-

ground.

Tho above rocroaticn uso would place somo impact
on tho pinc stand. Howovcr, with good planning and propor
managoment this can be minimized and should be considered
& forest usc. In this casc the value could well bo much

higher than any other usc.

Tax

Adjoining Tyr, to the south, is found an oxcellont
sand beach extonding along tho Moditerransan for over two
kilomotors. At some places it has a width of approximatcly
500 motors. This beach is at prosont largely undovoloped.
During the past twenty yoars a2 a soil holding projeot,
over twenty hectars of the arca has beon plantcd to trees.
An additional 22 hectars of planting is schedulod to bo
complotad by 1971. This cover rostoration has donc much

to onhance tho rocrcational value of the sito.
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The Tyr beach area compriscs the largost undovolopod
boach in Lobanon and offors the bost opportunity for a largo
public development. Next to "thc ccdars it has the highost
potontial of any area notod, and immodiatc stops should bo
takeon to insure its boing availablo for orderly planning and
devolopment. Thig can best bo donc by acquisition of any private

ownod parcels, and not pormitting any further developmont until

a plan for tho entire area has bcon made.
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TV. SUCZSSTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION IN THS ZSTABLISHMENT OF 4 NATIONAL
PARK SYSTEM

4t the prosont time tho laws of Lebanon do not contain

provisions for the ostablishmont of a National Park Systom.

Authority vostoed in tho "Offico of Land Reclamation®,
known as ™ho Greon Plan®, is quite broad and permits planning and
action on somo phasos of tho program. However, to give the Natiocnal

Park Systcm full logal statis, a spocial "inabling Act" is neoded.

Somec of tho major provisions of such an act are as

followss

a = Dosignation of arcas as National Parks.

b -~ Tho establishmont of now arcas, and making changos

in cstablishmoent arca boundarics.
¢ -~ PFix authority for adninistration

d = Grand authority for tho costablishmont of rulos and

rogulations of oporation of Park arcas.
o0 — Tho enforcomont of rulcs and regulations ostablishod

£ - Provision for funds.
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Provisicon for acquisiticn of land by purchase,

including land for acccis,.
authority to charge uscr foe
Accopting donations of land for Park purposaos

Aauthority to exchange land when it is in the interost

0¥ the public,

duthority to cntor intc long torm loases for land,

and construction improvomonts there one.

Authority to onter intc loases or contracts for use
of Park land or facilitics whon such uso will
further the Park program such as hotels, concessions,
bath houses etc.

Planning assistanco to municipalities and villageos.

Planning and coordination of outdoor recreational

facilitics with othor govornmontal departmonts.
Making reocrcaticn rescarch as noeded.
Tho operation of information and educational faci-

litios as thoy relate to tho area and to the geneoral

congorvation programs.

«e/30



V. SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATICIS

1. Take nccessary action to give complete protection to

¥iho Cedars at Bcharre".

"The Ccdars" at Beharre is the cutstanding natural monumeont
of Lebanon. The law of July 1939 and the 1950 dececroc should
ho reviowod. It initiated action for the state to assume
management cithor by purchasc or agroement. If sufficiont
authority does not oxzist such autherity bo sought. In addi-~
tion to the area within the sitono wall an additional buffeor

of 250 meters showld bo acguircd to protcect the environmment.

2e Take action to¢ protect from further devolopmont and deterio~
ration of rocreational valucs koy boachos of the moditorra-—

nocan shoro.

Protoction of most of tho romaining sand boachos and the
sconic value of tho Moditcrrancen shore is of high priority
if Lobanon is to provide healthful outdoor rocrcation for
its pooplo and romain in a compcetitive position with other

areas in the attraction of foreigm tourists.

3. Enact legislation to ostablish a national outdoor rocreation

Bystom.

Lebanon has many areas that have the qualifications for
making outetanding park arcas. Thoy should be undor management
in ordor to obtain tho fullcst uso of tho land, provide

hcalthful recreation for its pooplo and an attraciion to
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outside visitors. To bo succcssful legal authority to
establish such areas is noecdcd togothor with the delega-
tion of rosponsibility for managcment. It 1s suggested
that this authority and responsibility be givon to an

establishcd department now working in a related field.

Conduct a survey of Lobanon's outdoor recrestional ro-—

sourcos and dovelop a program of action.

One of itho firet undertakings of the office of recreation,
aftor its cstablishment, would bo to make a survey of the
aroas of Lobanon having rocroational possibilities. In
this way an orderly program cf covolopment can be obtaincd
and facilitatc tho coordinaticn of improvements with othor
programs -~ such as power dams, highway and forostry

programs and resort contor dovilopmont.

0000000000000 Q————
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VI. RESUME DU RAPPORT

Le Liban a grand besoin de parcs nationaux. 1l en posséde les
possibilites et doit maintienant passer & l'uction en creant l'adminis-

tration appropriée et en la dotantde budget et des pouvoirs nécessaires.

Le Conseil National du Tourisme libanzis quoique bien organisé et
efficient dans le domaine de la promotion touristique a accorde encore
trop peu d'attention & la ccuservution des sites naturels, Ceux—ci une
fois disparus ou dégradsés ne sauraient &tre reconstitués qu'a grands

frais et trés lentement.
La situation actuelle de ces sites se présente comme suity

— La cBte mediterrancenne constitue un grand atout pour le Liban et
une action rapide doit @tre entreprise en vue de sauver le restant
des plages (surtout sablonneuses) non encore détériorées et ce en

vue de leur libre usage par le public.

- Les principales riviéres sont deja exploitées pour i'irrigation
et l'énergie électrigue. I1 en reste cependant des piefs qui

peuvent &tre développsés en vue de leur exploitation touristique.

- Presque toutes les routes au Liban sont pittoresques et panora—
miques. Certiines dont notamment celles aboutissant & des lieux
d'intéret touristique doivent 2tre classées comme telles et

8tre équippées de "parking" et autres facilités.

-~ Le camping public n'existe pas su Liban, Quelques rares camping
privés cependant sont schelonnés sur la c8te. Des lieux de picnic
devraient 8tre aménagés en grand nombre et & portée facile des

utilisateurs des villes.
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Plusieurs groupements de jeunesse organisent des sorties
dans des camps. La situation idéale de ces camps est &
proximité des foréts et pas trop loin par la route des

grands centres.

L'aménagement du Parc des Pins de Beyrouth est vivement
encouragé. Il faudrait y ajouter des terrains de jeux.
Et i1 faeudrzit faciliter l'établissement des parcs si

possible & proximité de tous les centres du pays.

Les stations de sports diverses sont lfoeuvre des entre-
prises privées. Sur le plun national, il faudrait y
ajouter des centres plus proche des villes et on propose

d'introduire le sport du "snow mobile".

Aménager les sommets dénudes mais pittoresques des monia-
gnes pour le tourisme & pied ocu 4 dos d'animal est a

envisagermals pas dans l'immediat.

Le gibier a été dévasté au Liban. Il ne se reproduira
que lorsqu'on aura pu reglementer le piturage et alnsi
rétablir l'habitat nécessaire pour le petit gibier seu-

lement.
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Il est ensuite fait des suggestiongplus spéciales pour le déve-

loppement des parcs de Bcharré, de Rarouk, et d'autres lieux pittoresques.

A Bcharré le vieux bosguet historique et vénéré doit naturelle-~

nent servir de motif central de 1l'aménagement.

I1 faut écarter les activités de camping et de spectacles doma-
geables aux arbres, les cantonner a proximité, dans un parc national, d'au

moins 200 ha, leshtels ¢t le ski etant encore 4 ltextérieur de ce parc.

I1 faut reégenérer le bois, établir un bAtiment en dur en pleine
vue sur le bois, b&timent de deux stages servant de centre d'information

sur les cadres, d'éducation et de recepiicn.
r

11 faut aménager, camping, abris, autour du bosquet et au bord
de la route, une place pour picnic, avec peut-&tre un petit bassin, Les
manifestations folkloriques pourraient &tre cvonndes dans un amphithéltre

proche également.

~ Le groupe de Barouk comportse 3 bosquets de cédres cou~
vrant plus de 200 ha. Une route touristique et les re—
boisements ont amélioré les possibilités. Il y faudrait
ajouter les amenagements de récréation et de camping.

l.a station est trds en pente.

Au bosquet nord d'Afn Zhalta & portée de la route tou-
ristique la confection d'un réservoir d'eau permettrait

dl'installer un camp avec Jjeux et parking .

An bosquet central de Barouk, un vallon se préterait
trés bien & l'installation de 50 & 80 camping familiaux
et camps de groupes aprés avolr toutefois résolu la

fourniture de l'leau.
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Le bosquet sud de Mazsser Chouf, deéji amenagé, dolit Btre
revisé en raison de la pente excessive, I1 faut complé-

ter l'amenagement par des sentiers promenade.

Drautres siies valables pour le développement de la recréation

pourraient @tre aménagés au Liban. 1l s'aglt de :

Les bords du lac de Karaoun. Celui-ci d'une superficie
de 550 ha. n'a pas encore été aménagé pour le tourisme
I1 y faudrait des terrains supplémentaires nécessaires
pour les installations de récréation pour les bateaux,
et les picnics, les camps de s roupes, etc, On preveit

que le capital privé va mettre en ¥aleur ces sites.

La montagne des sppins de Kamouha, au nord du Liban, offre
de magnifiques conditions pour l'otublissement d'un beaun
parc pour le futur lersqu'on aura pu résoudre le probléme
social de sa grave exploitation et eliminer le sufpaturage

des chévres,

Prés de Jezzine dans le bois de pin de la route de Salda
on pourra installer des camps et lieux de repos le long

de la route.

prés
Enfin/de Tir une trés belle plage avec implantation fores-~

tiére agréable offre le lieu le plus intéressant au Liban
avec de réelles possibilités de développement qu'il

faudrait planifier rapidement.
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L'auteur fournit ces suggestions pour 1'établissement d'un systéme
de parcs nationaux ; délimiter les zones, €tablir une autorits responsable,
une réglementation stricte, fournir des moyens financiers et acquérir et
gérer le domaine foncier nécessaire, construire les b&timents d'exploita-
tion, concéder toutes les actions de gestion, assister les communes et
villages dans les mémes réalisations, coopérer avec toutes agences gouver-—
nementales et autorités régionales, pousser 1'information et la recherche

pour toujours mieux remplir son r&le dans la récréation.

Enfin dans la conclusion, l'auteur insiste sur la protection
nécessaire des cédres de Bcharré, entamée légalement en 1939, et des plages
de la méditerranée; sur l'urgence d'etublir une législation de la récréa-
tion au grand air. Id faut utiliser toutes les possibilités potentielles
du pays et développer un programme d'action dans ce sens par le moyen d'un
office specialisé, travaillant en liazison avec les autres services natio-
naux des barrages, des routes, des for®ts et les organismes privés telles

les stations de villégiature.
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