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Extract from County Council meeting 27/05/1999.

Previous in & Minutes Year Home Committee Meeting & Next in
Meeting Home - Home Home Meeting
F/623/99

EUROPEAN CHARTER OF PEDESTRIANS
MOTION: 20.194
It was proposed by Councillor D. Healy seconded by Councillor J. Higgins

"That Fingal County Council resolves that the Written Statement be amended to include the
European Charter of Pedestrian’s rights in an Appendix:

"European Charter of Pedestrian Rights:

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Consumer Protection of the European
Parliament has produced a report pointing out that pedestrian areas are for the most part regarded as
‘left-over’ areas compared with those intended for buildings or to meet the demands of motor car
traftic, and that measures designed to increase road safety have, in most member countries, been
taken mainly with the safety of the motorist in mind, The report also notes that an ‘increasing
number of groups in society believe that there is an urgent need for a new direction in traffic policy
so that it is tailored to the needs of people and the environment’.

The European Parliament has therefore adopted a resolution on the protection of pedestrians and
the European Charter of Pedestrians Rights, and has called on the Member States to adopt all the
measures needed to meet the requirements of the Charter.

The European Charter of Pedestrians’ Rights states:

[. The pedestrian has the right to live in a healthy environment and freely enjoy the
amenities offered by public areas under conditions that adequately safeguard his
physical and psychological well-being.

2. The pedestrian has the right to live in urban or village centres tailored to the needs
of human beings and not to the needs of the motor car, and to have ameunities within
walking or cycling distance.

3. Children, the elderly and the disabled have the right to expect towns to be places of
easy social contact and not places that aggravate their inherent weaknesses.

4, The disabled have the right to specify measures to maximise their independent
mobility, including adjustments in public areas, transport systems and public transport
(guidelines, warning signs, acoustic signals, accessible buses, trams and trains).

5. The pedestrian has the right to urban areas which are intended exclusively for his
use, are as cxtensive as possible and are not mere ‘pedestrian precincts’, but in
harmony with the overall organisation of the town, and also the exclusive right to
connecting, short, logical and safe routes.

6. The pedestrian has a particular right to expect:
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- compliance with chemical and noise emission standards for motor vehicles which
scientists consider to be tolerable;

- the introduction into all public transport systems of vehicles that are not a source of
either air or noise pollution;

- the creation of ‘green lungs’ including the planting of trees in urban areas;

- the fixing of speed limits and modifications to the layout of roads and junctions as a
way of effectively safeguarding pedestrian and bicycle traffic;

- the banning of advertising which encourages an improper and dangerous use of the
motor car;

- an effective system of road signs whose design also takes into account the needs of
the blind and the deaf;

- the adoption of specific measures to ensure that vehicular and pedestrian traffic has
ease of access to, and freedom of movement and the possibility of stopping on roads
and pavements respectively;

- adjustments to the shape and equipment of motor vehicles so as to give a smoother
line to those parts which project most and to make signalling systems more efficient;

- the introduction of the system of risk liability so that the person creating the risk
bears the financial consequences thereof (as has been the case in France, for example,
since 1985);

- a drivers training programme designed to encourage suitable conduct on the roads in
~ respect of pedestrians and slower road users.

7. The pedestrian has the right to complete and unimpeded mobility, which can be
achieved through the integrated use of the means of transport. In particular, he has the
right to expect:

- an ecologically sound, extensive and well-equipped public transport service which
will meet the needs of all citizens, from the physically fit to the disabled;

- the provision of facilities for bicycles throughout the urban areas;

e parking lots which are sited in such a way that they neither affect the mobility of pedestrians
nor their ability to enjoy areas of architectural distinction.

8. Each Member State must ensure that comprehensive information on the rights of
pedestrian and on alternative ecologically sound forms of transport is disseminated
through the most appropriate channels and is made available to children from the
beginning of their school career."

The following report by the Manager was READ:

Section 5.2.6 of the Draft Written Statement includes that "The Council will respect the European
Charter of Pedestrian Rights".
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Recommendation: No change.
Following discussion it was proposed by Councillor C. Boland seconded by Councillor S. Gilbride:
"That the Manager’s Report be agreed"

The motion proposed by Councillor C. Boland was PUT and on a show of hands the voting
resulted as follows:

FOR 11 (Eleven)
AGAINST 2 (Two)
ABSTAIN 0 (Nil)

The Cathaoirleach declared the Manager’s Report AGREED.
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